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T he by ofDoubt

Idontknow w hy ,but Ithought ofGodw hen Ihead thisstory:

A youngm anw asw aking through assipem aket to pikup aew thingsw henhe
notited an ol =y Hiby Ihg hin &xound.T hinking nothing ofit ,he Dnored herand continued
on. Fnaly he w ent to the checkout Ine but sbe got in frontofhin . 'f adonme., e sad, "M
@ny ifmy saxing et you haam ade you feeluncom orieb k. itsp s thatyou bok st kemy
n,who pstdied recentl . 'Th very sony " replied the youngm an,"Isthere anything lcando
Pryou?"'Yes' e s ,'Asin kaving ,canyou sy Good-bye m other™ kwoublm &kem e el
muchbetter!""Sure.' ans ered the youngm an.A sthe olw om anw eskaving ,he calied aut,
"Good-bye m other?* and £k qu ke good bout hin = ifthat he did agood deed and m ade
om eone feelhappy. A she stepped up to the checkout counter,he sav thet histotalw es
$127 50."How canthatbe?"" he agked ,"lonl purdhased aew thingd''T he cerk boked him
dead n the eye and sad , Yourm othersad thet you w ou H pay orher:”

Ifyou don’t beleve thet gory Btiue ,don’tw onry ebout i You w eren’tthere and todey
Bthe day ,asyou head in the§ apture reading ,w e honou rthoew ho doubt.A new traditbn B
beng devebped axound thisdgy from w hat lcangatter.( verthe L 20 yearsanum berof
durdheshare beenm aking the fastS undey altertagterasHol Hiaty orHol Hum our
Sundey!Belbeve kornot —and you m &y beleve kormot — nthel rthodox tradtbn ,w hich
datesback to the fast century ,onthell ondey Dibw Ing Eadterpriestsgatherand telleach
other pkes aconvivElw &y ofcgptu ning and continu ing the py ofthel essinectbn thetw e
cekbrate dunng thisEader’ eason.

And = todey Baday w e can sheke aurheadsin debe lefat the unbelievebk Godw e
worship;aGodw ho lughset aurieebk ettem ptsto killlle. A Godw ho lughsetthew eyw e
quake nourbootset the thought ofdeath.A Godw ho cradksup et those w ho think thet pow er
andw ealth have brought them anythingbutm Eety.A Godw hose cos chell lgh litsksis
rpht out ofthe grae and w hose cdhudkkesdrive the qu vering terrified dispkesout ofalbcked-
up room and into the streetssto bring the dhu rdh into being.A Godw ho lughsin delipht et the
\ery thought thet aliter2000 yearspeopk stilithink the durdh Bdead and thet they haremuch
m ore m portant stuffito do.

@30 ctober2008 ,Gem any)“Sm oking kills.. ifyou tty haxd enough.” A 42 yearoblm an
w asbadl npired by hisaam attressone m oming. T he prevbusnpht he had nifieted the
punctured m attressy ith atire reparprey w hich, ke dloblentbased ceroo ks sflbn m abE.
Furthem ore ,he dd thisv hik keeping thew indow stiphtl cbed N hisbft gpaxtm ent.T he
nextm oming ,thisaxheal it asn oke betore he opened the vale to defete the aam etiess
T he ress king expbsbn w recked m ost ofthe TimEhings part ofthe roof,aod by aw indow
fron thew AlLT he dan age w e ®\vere that astiudu rdlengineer ciondem ned the L
 amow IYm eEang a'Dilibby n''Daw nAw ad ,ourherow astakentoaBumCael nik,ad
m anaged to s e thisncdent.



P axt ofthe reason hum ou rw orkson usebecau < the pkesand Tinny goresy e tellae
&t Eadt om ew het belevebE w hik et the san e tin e ae not belevebE et &L T hey engender
belefand doubt &t the san e tin e.§ om e gt offrid u busand end up tiue ,othelisseem tiue
untillyou hearthe punch line and reclize you have been homss oggEd.

Doubt can kEad to lughterand de lipht. Doubt canalso leedolelief. T hat Bthe py ofi.

§ 0, Fyou hare ahad tin e belleving the sorestot today ,canyou m agine thetoub b
FsSdepkshal beleving thet he w esrased fiom the dead st because histombw as
em pty.I o one had everdone thet beoie. ure ;there had been tak ofsich thingsbryeas
centu reseven out ik had neverhappened.And it had ,then no one had everam e back to tell
doout k. B anyw ondertheyw ere gethered n a? Fearbrtherivesnot from ksisorGod,
butfrom the 2w B Eadersw how ere out to get them .T he arthortiese therw anted to get rd
of kssS Dby ersorfind outw here they had hid the body ,then get id ofthem .

T heyw ere dm alrarl becau e therw holew ortl had com e araghing dow n aound them
w th ksiSaned treland exeaurtbon.ll hetcou H they beleve anym ore? | herew ou H they
go? Il hetw ou H they do?

Il asit on the breath ofacosn © dortk thet Jesi saopeared an ong them ? “S habm
akdhem ) hesad, ‘P eace bew thyou .’ P eaoe ndeed!? eatew asneeded to st therBarsat
rest.P eatew asneeded to relieve them ofthergu ik T hey had dbandoned s Elked to sand
w thhin ndeath asthey had n e Falked to do anything butcov erinearll ocuHw e do any
diferent? P eace, ndeed.And he gave them the pow erto bve othersin ke oftreractbns
and ettiludes the pow erto oigie.

Butw hat aboutT hom as,poorol DoubtingT ham agthe dspEw ththebum 1.7 he
patron§ ant ofeveryone w ho skipped durd only to heaxrw hat agreatS ervibe they m isd! |
sy that becau<e T ham aswv asno m ore doubting than the othersw ho had to e sishebre
they believed.T het I5alll hom asv anted. T 0 ee and touch and be sire.And thet isthe
opportunity hew asgien. ksiscan e and nviked him totouchhisv ocunds

And bok etw hat happened! Becau e ofhisexpressed doubt ordsbe IET)] hom eBB
granted an encounterw ith the reen Chet. k gpreceel/ w henw e axe honet about curdoubt
and hae aurm ndsou rav aenessopen thetw em gy com e e to foew thu bin ate tiuth.

A doubting T hom asencountersaw ounded Chret and aath Bbom.ll hen ourdoubts
encounterthew oundsofChret,w ew llknov God.l henyourdoubtstouchmy w ocundsand
my doubtstoudhyourw cundsw e becam e red,adurd sbom ,nev e begns

AndthenGod ssyss“1don*tbelbve ! Iw asaliad £w ou H neverhgppen.”
“How bEssd ae tho=w ho hae not en and yet believel’
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God ofdby.

D, breatheonus...

floursou by th:
hghterw hbhdesesay &y
bng s
dudkkswy hithw pe
fiov nsoffourbron
geastaufrv s
w hoch shetter
fiozenheats

flus
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