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“hgroups and “outgroups .How muchtim e and energy dow e goend beingckar
dooutw het divlesustion other?

You m & not have heaxd thisw eek ebout the greet B il Bob T homiton controversy.B il
Bob,an! sarw nning actor,hasaband ,the Boxm adtels, and w asdbout to perfom nakew
C anadien ciktesasaw am dp band orll el elbon.T he Boxm adersw ere nterview ed on the
CBC R ab progran 4 ,by the host ,Jan Ghom eshii A ppaentl the producersofthe $ow w ere
toH thatB il B ob’sacting caxeerw asnot to be m entibned. Jen ,w ho clam shew aan’tav ae of
thee Nsluctbns proceeded to axk ifB il B ob’scareerasan actorafiected hstranstbn to
becom e am us&Alperfiom er.B il B ob began giving me Bvant ,ain ot ncam prehensbE,
reoonesto Jan’squestbns h the end ,B il Bob refened to C anadaas‘m aghed potatoes
w thoutthegrawy”

Il ell,nothing unifies anadenslike M e anogant “aaaactor” awm muscien diesng
ourauntry - m agned potatoesy thout the gray ndeed! lunderstand he’scancelBd the et
ofhseband’sC anadien tour- aliitk Essgray rhim .Andw hen hienext m ovie openshere?
Il e’lHnd outw ho’sthe gray and w ho’sthe m eatiocl Happy Eester,B il Bob.

I ell;m gybe thet Bot qu ite the Eadterpirit. L et’stry agan.

I nty, Fsnot it atow n NS askatchew an'! C anadahasbeen and continuesto be an
exan pk to thew ortl $how ng how diverse m u kiou hurdgrou pscan Ine togetter ad <l
honourand retan therau i re and tradktbnsil o m elking potw here everyone Bexpected to
sibm erge theamatbnalormyinsand bkend .

T e, that diversty hasincreased and changed rad ially overthe Bt tv enty yearsor .
T we,ourtokrance Boeing put to the testm ore frequently aam ore divergent ethncand
relpbusgroupsn ke therhom e here.lS till,® far,% good. A sourprincpkEsand practioesae
putto the tetw e devebp new and hopettl Il deeperunderstandings, deeper aam m im entsto
tho=e attiludes belEfsand practibesthet bring usand hoH us together.

T hat bringsusto Eadter. Eegterisnot <t doout astone m ysterousl m oved. Eeders
not ji<t dboutan em pty tom b.Both a&xe m portant ym bolsn astory lElenw thm eaning.
§ ym bolsthat can he b usaldressou row n em ptinessand the em ptnessofm uch ofw het
<CEty ®em sto think iBIn portant ,and God’sodd w eysofm &king apont.? ov erfi l tiue
soresinot hetormal ot

Il hatw e can ssy w ith b lite certanty ebout thet fast Eadter’ undey sthet kw asa
pow erfl I transom ing experence PresisSdepks Fon frightened ,defeated and
d=lli sbned qu tersthey w ere changed nto prtuachan pons,and ther nfliencew eskk
throughoutthell OdE Ezet n therlBiEtin esand hasoontinued to expand overthe pasttv o
thousand yeas



Il e can & sy thet the gory of sl S ressi nrectibn m eant om ething diferent toealy
C hretianssthan tom any Chrstienstoday .

Il hen sisdied ,he died asakw an ong w Eh peopk.A charien &t teacher, heckr
and polik Eaderhe w asexeauted by theR om an goverrm ent asanon-vbkent troub em &ker.
T hat $vou H have been the end ofit. kussialy w asv henR om e m ade an exan pEk ofsom eone
orsom e group. Iitm pht hare been © hat not hiso by ersbegun to experience hispresnce
and strugged to m ke en<e oftherov ndEllsonm ent.How ocou B one s prom Eng com e to
sich abad ending? Hebrew § apture putst blintl ,“ai1ised Banyone w ho hangsfron atiee”

h tho= daysanin dlsaxriice w asacentralpart ofthe theobgy and w orsh p ofthe
tem pksthroughout theR om anEm pee and very much <o nerussken .l any peopk believed
thatw hen bad thingshappened to you kw asbecaie ofan. God orthe godsw ere annoyed et
yoursin and you w ere being punihed ryou rbad beha/mur.T hew gy to op orprevent
punebm ent ,orto ek Baour,w asto m ke sarifitesn atem pk. Forthe Jev B peopke
saxioesoou Honly be m ade n rusaen (R egadkssofthe beation orthe god nqueston,
the m ore valiebE the anin dlsariiced ,the greaterthe Digienessorthe chance of fiture
siaess k BEnothad to e how 1S death ,egoecEl) having happened n erusskem w as
ntempreted N sarificHtem s ksisy asthe saoriicElofiering. H Bdeathw agpaym ent Prthe
ansofthew ord ,aonem entw it lage ,those w ho believed nhim w ou H be exem ptfrom
death becars sishad putthem I God’sgood books C hrstienity saxted to becom e am eans
10 get nto heaen alterdecath and very ittE el B elefn the atoning sarifice of ks shegan
1o be the testw hith fparated Chritiansfion otherfathsand ,u kin etel) and sadl ,spacted
sm e Chitiansfiom otherC hritiens

1hope 1have been faato the theolbgy ofatonem ent ,asit BGAlEd. 1don’t pretend to be
an expert n kasikt BNt atheobgy thet oeskstom e persondlly .

T here axe otherunderdtandingsof ks S decth n the B bE how ever,thet do goesk to
me.0 nethetw asvery i portant n the goread ofC hnetianity beyond Jidaen and throughout
thell OdE Eagtw asthet ofreconcilitbn. By the tim e the ApogE? au v asadtiie ,God’s
reconciling acton kading to transbm atibn had beocom e hiscentralm essage. h the§ econd
L etterto the C ormthiBnshe m ekesit\ely ckarthat the ressi nrectibn ENct ebout atonem ent -
Godw asnot counting the shsofthew ord.He w rikes

Fom now on,thereore ,w e regaxd no one from ahum an pontofvew ;
eventhoughw e once knew Chietfiom ahum an pont ofvew ,w e knov him no
bngernthatw .5 o ifanyone BN Chret there Banew aeatbn: everything
oH hagpaesed av gy; e ,everything hasbecan e new A kthisisfiom God ,w ho
reconcikd ussto him = lifthrough Chiet ,and hasgenusthe m netry of
reconcilietbn; thet 5, N Chriet ,God w asreconciling thew ord to hin = If,not
counting thertregpasesagand them ,and entru ting the m essage of
reconciliEtDN to uss§ ow e ae an bassalorsbrC hmet ,9nce God Bn &kinghis
aopedthrough usw e entireet you on behalifofC it be reconciied to God.
Comthins5:16-20 i RS V)



0 rastheGood!l ew B bk ttandHest ) urm essage BthatGodw aam king 2llhum an
bengshisfrendsthirough Chist. God did not keep an acoount oftherans and he hasgienus
them esssgew hth telBhov he m &kesthen hisfrends” € Comthenss:19).5 o reconclitbn,
frendshp it eEtbnsae w hat sslation salldoout ,not eboutom e Titure date et the
peal gate.

S ow het doesthethae todow thu<2 h the It one hundred and fiflty yearsor=o the
understanding ofthe death of ks sessariicEl atonem ent B &king aoom ebak asthe
popu lrvew .An unfortunate stle efiect sthat C hnetinity hasbeen reduced brmawy toa
an pE gatem ent ofbe lEfn sisasthe tioket nto heaven. B elef,not behavbur, agan has
beaom e the touch<tone Torm any and too frequently used ,egoecEly by thoew ho nastona
Eeidi=H T realing ofthe B bE ,to exclide and even pun g those w ho dissgree orw hom they
e asbeing on the cutsle - even though essism ade ety obvibu sdem onstratbnsof
ncbding thoew hom everyone el put on the cutsle. h actibn and nteaching sis
nclded annels, the sk, the biind ,the n e ,t gatherersand © on.

Em phaason samificEl atonem ent ngead ofreconcilietibn hesked to the exclison of
peopEw th ahom osxudorentatbn.T hey axre view ed asbeing outsle of God’sgrace and
therere kept aut ofdu rdesand , n city ,out ofapee. bbshouang m anrege hae
been dened to undersoore sscetesbk ofanoeptance. T hel nked Churdh,abngw ktha
num berofother durdesand ndi/du als hasbeen et the Drefiont ofdialienging this
e pctibn asbeing agand the ot ofreconcilitbnw hichw aso m uch apart of ksiSn esssge
and e

U mortunatel/ the Govermm ent ofA bertatillbe Ievesn ssoriicEI&tonem ent. | eeding
an oferng to thergod ,thell aet? e, they hae dosn transgendered peopE to be the
samiicH b b ,aitting offfind ng rgender reaesgm ent sligetry — asal pathetc dope
thaetw llhurtatiny ,pow erkssgroup to save are el napnificantam ount ofm oney.

h the B biAl etterto the Ephesians the em erging dhurchat Ephesisw e find these
w ordsonw hith sam e versbnsput the heading,”l ne NChrel”’P kase IHen to them asifthe
tw o groupsbeingw ritten eboutw ere not Gentiksand Jew shut the Chretian durdesand gay,
Edman ,b=udad tansxudpersons

§ o thenrem em berthet et one tim e you Gentiesby bth . . .remem ber
thatyou w ere et thet tin ew thoutChret ,being ciensfiom the comm onw eclth
of BzeLand drangersto the covenantsofpron 2 ,har/ing no hope andw thout
God nthewortl.Butnov inChretJesisyou w ho oncew ere xroffhare been
brought nearby the bibod ofC hret. Forhe iBourpeace; n hisfiesh he hasm ade
both groupsinto one and hasbroken dow n the dividingw &l thet i the hotility
betw eenus

He hasdbolshed the v w th ksoom m andm entsand ordnancesthet
hem Dhtcareate N him = ffone new hum anty n plece ofthe tw o ,thusm &king
peace ,and m pht reconcik both groupssto God N one body through the cross,
thusputting to death thet hostility through i



§ ohe can e and proclm ed peace toyou w ho w ere fxroffand peace to
tho=e w how ere near; forthrough hin both ofusha/e aocessn one pritothe
Fether.S o then you axe no bngerstrangersand aiensbutyou axe cikensw th
the saintsand &l m em bersofthe househol ofGod ,bu ik upon the Toundatibn
ofthe gpogtEsand prophetsw th Chret Jessishim = Fasthe comerstone.

hhm thew hok stiudu re spined togetherand grov sinto aholy
tem pE nthel ord; nw hom you ek ae bu i togetherspriu el nito adw eling
plboe forGod. (Fphesen=2:11-22 J RS V).

Sow thdue regpect forsam e otherC hrstiensy ho underdtand ssis auciikbn and
ress nrectibn diferentl ,Eagterisnot about an atoning saxiiee. ksiseot the samificE bu b,
provided by God to gopease an angry God and prevent God from punehingusbrallourans h
the Gogpelofbhn ,sisEdesrbed aseing hisBov n Inpendingdeath nthevy , ' ov B
the jidgm ent ofthisv ortl; nov the 1 Erofthisy ordw llbe drivenocut. And Lw hen 1an
Hted up from the eath ,w lldrav allpecpk tomy<eIE”* (bhn12:31-2)

| nity ,my friends;, Bn ore than atow n n$ agkatchew an,more eventhanmu k-
a lurai ,asm portant st B,certanly m ore than aun ted outrage aganst apetu lnt
perfom er, asgratily ng asthetm gy be.T he unity ofthe ressinectibn B ore than C hrtienty
orany otherreligon.T he un ity ofthe ress nrectibn BGod’spassbnate ,athing bnging for
reconcilietbn ,oraprofound friendshipw th allagoectsofaeatbn ,adeep calling reach of
ussto bve one anotherand God’saeatibn nito T iillin ent ,God clling out to the divine heath
ofusyeaningto pnnhacosicA ELEH

Chret BrEen ndeed.

Amen



